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GOT THE KAISER’S 
PICTURE IN YOUR POCKET? 


Sure You Have—If There’s an Indian Head 


Nickel in Your Change. 
LOOK AND SEE, THEN FOLLOW DIRECTIONS. 


The Real Kaiser On the Nickel 


The chances are you have a profile picture of the 
Kaiser in your pocket at this very minute—and don’t 
know it! 

No “kidding,” honest! Look in your pocket and see if 
you have an Indian-head nickel among your change. 

If you hold a card over the back of the head, allowing 
only the forehead, eyes, nose and chin to be seen. Then 
draw a little uplifting mustache and— 

YOU WILL SEE THE GERMAN EMPEROR IN ALL 
HIS GRIMNESS! 

A newsboy discovered it first—now everybody is 

“digging” for Indian-head nickels. 


From The Tacoma Times, September 25, 1915 


GOT A KAISER NICKEL? 
THEY’RE THE FAD NOW 


Perhaps You Are Carrying German Emperor’s 
Profile in Your Pocket Right Now. 

You are carrying a profile picture of the Kaiser in 
your pocket, perhaps, and do not know it. See if you 
have an Indian-head nickel in your change. Hold a card 
over the back of the head, allowing only the forehead, 
eyes, nose and chin to be seen. Then draw a little up 
tilting mustache and you will see the German Emperor 
in all his grimness. 

A number of newsboys first made the discovery. Of 
course the news spread, and many Germans throughout 
the city quickly transferred Indian-head nickels to Kaiser 
engravings. 

A genius here went a step further and, after 
transforming his Indian to a Kaiser, engraved a helmet, 
such as the Emperor wears, with all its embellishments. 


From The Washington Herald, August 26, 1915 


KAISER’S FACE PUT ON HOBOKEN NICKELS 
Indian’s Head Altered by Expert Engraver 
Buffalo nickels with the Indian’s head altered by an 
expert engraved a representation of the Kaiser have 
appeared in Hoboken. To catch the distributors of 
this latest bit of German advertising, Chief of Police 
Hayes detailed detectives and the Department of 
Justice has been asked to act. A spiked helmet was 
put on the Indian’s head, an ear and upturned 
moustache supplied and a close fitting uniform 
collar depicted. The distributors gave them to 
newsboys for papers. A newsboy noticed the 
alteration on the coin handed him by a well-dressed 
man of medium height and about 35 years and 
called a policeman. The man escaped. Investigation 
of the loyalty of several public officials and other 
prominent citizens in Hoboken will be made by 
committees of the Hoboken Vigilance Corps, which 
is to be organized at a meeting in the Hoboken City 

Hall Monday night. 


From The SUN, May 2, 1918, page 16 


BoTales Banner Banter and Editor’s Remarks 


The banner coin is a depiction of the Kaiser (Kaiser Wilhelm, II as introduced in the winter 2020 BoTales issue.). 
The host coin is a 1914 Indian head nickel. This particular carved nickel is one of the coins presented to nickname 
the classic carver “Snidley.” Thanks again to Chris Dempsey for somehow finding the time to create the banner for 
this BoTales issue. 


I want to send a very special shoutout to OHNS Life Member and hobo nickel carver Jay DeBoer. Jay provided 
the wonderful newspaper clippings on “Kaiser” nickels found on the front page. You will see these were from 
several different newspapers when WWI was raging in Europe and Kaiser Wilhelm was in the news. I was happily 
surprised when a packet of great material arrived in my snail mail after publication of the winter BoTales issue. 


Normally, the spring BoTales issue would contain photos and information from the recently concluded F.U.N. 
Convention and OHNS Annual Meeting and Auction. We are all aware of the many cancellations due to the Covid 
pandemic. I look forward to January 2022 when we find out what amazing hobo gag gift Kimzie Cowart has come 
up with. I have scattered a few photos from F.U.N. Conventions past in this issue. I also am presenting the BoTales 
Literary Award winners for 2020 that would usually be announced in the OHNS Annual Meeting. Many thanks to 
the superb Literary token engraving work by OHNS member Andy Gonzales. Hang in there and Stay Safe 
everyone during these tough times! © 


New Members Since BoTales 2020 #4 BoTales Publishing Schedule 
RM-1670 Johnathan Mezlo PA Issue = Deadline for Submission Publishing Date 
RM-1671 Colleen Pfeifer UT |) Vol. 30, No. 2 May 1, 2021 May 15, 2021 
RM-1672 Michael Carter MN || Vol. 30, No. 3 Aug. 1, 2021 Aug. 15, 2021 
RNIOTS Anthony Ano ae Oe ae 
RM-1674 Jennifer Mermans NJ As 

This schedule is dependent on the timely submission of articles and 
RM-1675 Seth Lee GA pictures for each issue. Send your material to OHNS Editor Ralph 
RM-1676 Hubert Lontz SC_ || Winter (see page 3) 
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See page 27 for 2021 Tokens 


2020 OHNS Hobo Tokens 


2020 OHNS tokens (obverse and reverse by Steve 
Adams) are ready to be shipped to OHNS members. 
The member price is $35 per set (copper and silver) 
including postage or $24 for the silver and $18 for the 
copper. 2019 tokens are the same price. 


Iver Obverse and Copper Reverse 


2017 2016 


Silver and copper 2016, 2017 and 2018 tokens are 
also still available. The member price is $29 per set 
(copper and silver) including postage or $20 for the 
silver and $15 for the copper. 


Please submit your order to: Art DelFavero. 
Art’s address is found at left. Checks are to be made 
out to the Original Hobo Nickel Society or OHNS. 


The 5" printing Guidebooks are available at $28 
postage paid and “The Hobo Nickel” slide show DVD 
is available for $10. A PC or laptop with CD drive is 
required to view files. Old issues of BoTales are also 
available for purchase. Contact Art for details on 
any of these items. Art also has pin-back buttons 
available for sale. The price is $5 each and $2.50 
postage for 1 or 2 buttons. 


OHNS is now offering: 

25 years (1992-2017) of 

BoTales issues on an 

USB flash drive. Cost is 

$35 including postage for members and $45 for 
nonmembers of ae 
OHNS. Several issues ©) ecru 
that were originally 

printed in black and white have a number of pages 
with color photographs. Again, contact Art D. © 
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President’s Message 
By Carol “BoFrog” Bastable, RM 576 


Another year has come to a 
close and I think all of us are 
happy to put it behind us. 
While hopeful that 2021 will 
be a better year, many of us 
are still apprehensive about 
when Covid vaccines will be 


SN 
available for the masses and if they will remain 
effective against new strains of the virus. I hope that 
what has become a new normal with masks, 
sanitizers, vitamin supplements, and even gloves will 
become a thing of the past. I have always been very 
susceptible to catching colds and having them worse 
than other people around me. The only good thing I 
can say about the situation is that I have not gotten a 
single cold since I started with all the above safety 
measures. I also stay home a lot with a social 
distancing mindset. Many of us in numismatics are 
of advancing ages and have to be very mindful of the 
situation. 


The impact that Covid-19 had on numismatics 
was seen with one coin show after another canceling 
planned shows. Even the FUN show had to make that 
hard decision as they weighed both health concerns 
and tried to gauge how many people would actually 
come to the show. In the end, Winter FUN 2021 was 
cancelled. In January, the ANA announced that they 
would not be able to have a Summer Seminar this 
year. Since it is held on the Colorado College 


MONEY TALKS 


Santa Clause 
must have 
been a hobo, 


You mean he 
isn't always 
saying ho-ho 

but ho-bo? 


bindle-sack, he 


#992 


Sure! He carries 
all his stuff ina 


doesn't shave much. 


campus in Colorado Springs, Colorado, they must 
work with the college and abide by policies set forth. 
Auctions are having to move to strictly online 
bidding. Kagin’s will be having an upcoming auction 
including a section with hobo nickels. We also still 
have OHNS Facebook and our newsletters to keep in 
touch with others and news within the club. 


I need to remind everyone that dues need to be 
sent in if you have not already done that. The FUN 
show is normally my reminder to send my own dues. 
Dues have to be paid to get a badge to sit behind the 
table and to bid in the OHNS auctions so normally I 
write my check in December rather than trying to 
pay at the show. With OHNS deciding not to attend 
FUN and then with it being cancelled, I did not 
remember to send in my own dues until mid-January. 
Check the mailing label on your envelope to see 
what date your dues are good through so you do not 
miss out on receiving the following issue of BoTales. 
If your envelope label says LAST ISSUE, you are 
past due on sending in your 2021 dues payment. See 
back cover for dues options. © 


Please Pa 


2021 Dues 


by Owen Lorion 


He stays in the 
North all summer, 
but goes South in 
the winter. 


Good people 
invite him in 
for milk and 

cookies, 


With his sleigh 
he travels a lot, 
but he's always 
riding the rails! 


\ 
| 
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“Project Kaiser” 
By Ralph Winter, HLM 37 
In the winter 2020 issue of BoTales, we introduced “Project Kaiser.” On this page are all the Kaiser nickels_so 
far not wearing helmets. We’ve also included two with helmets (#61 & #62) and one wearing a cap (#14) where 


there was not room on subsequent pages. The next three pages are all Kaisers wearing helmets. See any matches? 
Do you have a Kaiser nickel from you collection that you haven’t shared? If so please contact me (see page 3). © 


Helmetless Kaisers and a Couple with Helmets 
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Kaisers with Helmets 


~ LS 
3 “Snidely” 


5 Spike” 


18 “Spike” 
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Kaisers with Helmets 


ke” 
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Kaisers with Helmets 


“Snidely” 
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New Record Price for a Hobo Nickel A carved nickel by artist nicknamed “Apple Cheek” 
By Ralph Winter, HLM 37 sold for $3,480. 


A new record price for a classic hobo nickel was just 
realized in a recent Heritage auction on January 22, 2021. 
A carving by Bert Wiegand of his lady friend Elizabeth 
sold for $31,800 including buyer’s fee. 


Another “Bo” Hughes carving sold for $12,000. 


The previous high price of $24,200 including buyer’s 
fee was set by the two-sided “DICER” nickel by Bo 
Hughes. This price was set in the January, 2013 OHNS 
FUN Auction. All prices listed include buyer’s fee. 


Some other highlights from the January 22" auction 
included a “Bo” Hughes cameo carving selling for 
$20,400. 


BoTales 9 Spring 2021 


Introducing “Van Dyke” 
Barry Homrighaus, RM 1548 and Art DelFavero, RM552 


A few months ago, I began corresponding with Member Barry Homrighaus. Like the most of us, I found him 
to be an ardent and of course obsessed collector. Soon after our first contact Barry started sharing photos from 
his collection with the purposes of matching in mind. This proved to be a fruitful event as illustrated in this 
issue of “Bo Tales”. 


One image looked very familiar to me, so immediately I went to work searching the archived QD files 
(example 1). I nearly had to complete the QDs to find another specimen by the same artist (example 2). Shortly 
after that I spotted an eBay for sale lot offered as a BIN or Best Offer. I knew this was a match to the 
aforementioned coins, so I made an offer that was eventually accepted (example 3). 


I asked Barry if he had any ideas for nicknames to attach to this artist and he came back with the perfect 
moniker. He chose “Van Dyke” which he explained was a reference to the 17” century Flemish painter 
Anthony van Dyck (1599-1641). It seemed that the artist sported a Beard and moustache combo that would 
come to be known as a Van Dyke in future days. All of the subjects shown on these examples also flaunt this 
facial hair style. 


The carving characteristics for “Van Dyke” are as follows: 


1) All sport a Van Dyke style beard and moustache combo engraved in a random arrangement. 
2) All have high domed derby hats with hatband and smaller bows. 

3) All have incuse ears that resemble a script E letter. 

4) All have eye brows. 

5) All with similar collars, with differing added tie and shoulder amendments. 

6) All show minimal alterations to profile. 

7) The hat brim points to the left of the L of LIBERTY. 

8) All with LIBERTY and dates left intact. 

9) All fields behind head are recessed leaving a sharp and defined edge on rim. 

10) Carved on early dated nickels (1913-17). 


Introducing “Bow K” 
Barry Homrighaus, RM 1548 and Art DelFavero, RM552 


Recently I was sent a photo by O.H.N.S. member and collector Barry Homrighaus (Example 1). I instantly 
recognized this classic era coin or at least another carved by the same person. So once again I went into the hunt 
mode starting this time with our website. About %4 of the way through, another match surfaced (Example 2). Not 
finding any more I then switched to the QD archives where I found another, (Example 3). 
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This particular artist has always been one of my favorites due to the fine work exhibited, and also for an 
unusual hat ornament. The band on the hat displays a backset bow that resembles two capital letter Ks 
positioned in a separated mirror image. Both Barry and I agreed that these opposing Ks were a very significant 
feature. We ended up kicking around a couple of nicknames and in the end, we settled on “Bow K”’. 


The carving characteristics for “Bow K” are as follows: 


1) High domed Derby hats with downward turned sharp ended brims and a band featuring the back set 
double K bow. 

2) Double lined C shaped ears with minimal internal detail. 

3) Head and facial hair formed with a semicircular punch. 

4) Beards that extend well onto the cheek, and head hair extending forward to the forehead on two 
examples. 

5) Unaltered profiles. 

6) Clean and well-dressed neck areas. 

7) High V-shaped collars with added lapels. 

8) The front point of the brim points to the L, or to the left of the L of LIBERTY. 

9) The back point of the brim is close to the back of the neck and the collar. 

10) LIBERTY left intact and all dates removed. 

11) Clean recessed field work behind the head, leaving a well-defined rim. 


F.U.N. Convention Memories Showing up on Facebook 


Don Haley and Shane Hunter Joe Paonessa and Paolo Curcio 
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HOBO EPHEMERA 


BY CAROL BASTABLE RM #576 


Wacky Hobo/Bum Humor 


When I was growing up I remember going to the store to get packs of Wacky Packages cards. They contained three 
comical stickers the size of baseball cards and a large stick of chewing gum. My siblings and I never peeled the stickers 
off and collected them just like one would baseball cards. The backings on the stickers were rigid and more like the 
thickness of baseball cards. Some we traded back and forth and some we played a game with, tossing them to try to land 
on and cover the other one’s cards. The covered ones were lost to the person whose cards landed on top. At least, that is 
the best that I remember the game because I played it approximately 47 years ago. 


The cards/stickers were mostly illustrated parodies of various foods, cleaning products, personal hygiene products, and 
common household items. The names of the products were cleverly changed to be funny and sometimes even gross. They 
were illustrated to reflect the name change but some of the basic designs of the originals remained so you could make the 
connection to the original product. I checked some eBay listings and see that 1974 was a key year in the manufacture of 
the items but I did find a couple listings that also showed 1973 as a date. With a little research on Wikipedia, I found that 
16 different series were produced from 1967 to 1977. Since then there have been reprints and some newer releases. In 
1973 and 1974 they were at the height of their popularity and were purchased more than baseball cards. They found a 
marketplace that had both boys and girls collecting them and that led to record sales numbers. 
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Yubum 1974 

Uncle Bum’s 1974 
Bum Beans 1974 
Bum & Mabel 1975 
Earth Bum 1976 & 80 
Bum’s Life 1988 
Hobo Cop 1992-93 
Bum Bums 1974 & 80 
Bum Pop 2014 


FOR KIDS 92 


vv 


BumBums 


THE CANDY THATS GOOD TO HANDOUT 
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Wacky Hobo/Bum Humor continued from previous page 


Topps produced the cards/stickers and many of the 
cards are marked with T.C.G. or Topps Chewing Gum 
Inc. There are a few later date series that have O-Pee-Chee 
Co. LTD. printed on them rather than the Topps name. 
This type was printed in Canada and was a licensed 
product through Topps. The Hobo Cop card (1992-93) and 
the Bum’s Life (1988) are examples of the Canadian 
printer. 


Some of the cards/stickers had themes with bums or 
hoboes. Most used the term bum as it was probably 
thought to be funnier but also by the 1970’s the hobo, 
bum, and tramp names were probably not used as much to 
distinguish the various types of homeless people. Now-a- 
days homeless person would be the most used term and 
run-a-way if one is under the age of eighteen. What is 
interesting is that OHNS defines classic/original hobo 
nickel carvings as pre 1980’s so when these cards were 
first being produced there were still some original hobo 
nickel carvers out there. © 


Hobo 
Nickel 


Carver 
Signature 
Search 


Hobo Nickel Carvers Database 


By Jay DeBoer, LM 1282 


If you are a Hobo Nickel carver and aren’t listed in the 
Hobo Nickel Cravers Database, please contact Jay DeBoer 
at jay.deboer@comcast.net to get added to the database. 
The carver database allows people to search your 
signature to help them identify who might have carved 
their hobo nickels. The database is at https://ssoih.com. 


Editor’s note: There’s also some great info on hobo 
signs and hobo terms to be found at this website. If you’re 
not a carver yourself, please make your carver and 
collector friends aware of this site. © 


Some Photos From FUN Shows Past 


wots 


a = « — 
The late Verne Walrafen, Steve Alpert, Doc Yancho & Bill Fivaz 


Sandy Pearl and Don Haley catching 40 winks 


Becky Jirka and Bill Fivaz at ANA Summer Seminar 
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Hongjiang “David” He 


Hongjiang “David” He was born in Dalian City China in 
1963 and was an artist from an early age. David started 
painting in childhood and has been refining his artistic 
skills over the last forty plus years. In the 1980’s David 
first started carving fruit pits and micro scrimshaw 
engraving. In 1982 he was engraving Chinese characters 
on strands of human hair. Soon David started getting 
recognition and acclaim for his work and in 1989 was 
given the title of Chinese Carving Master. 


In the 1990’s he studied abroad at Japan University and 
got his Master’s degree in Sculpture and Environmental 
Art. In 1996 David immigrated to the United States and 
founded a landscape design company in San Francisco 
where he worked for over twenty years. One of his 
proudest moments in his landscape career was when he 
was invited to be a designer and planner for a Chinese 
planning project along the Bailang River. The project 
commenced in 2008 and was completed in 2012. 


by Carol Bastable RM576 


It was not until roughly ten years ago that David started 
exploring engravings in other mediums. Among those 
materials were metal, mammoth teeth, bone, wood, and 
stone. Metal items included coins, jewelry, lighters, 
knives, and guns. He learned about hobo nickels and their 
history from various websites and written articles. He 
made his first nickel in 2015 and now averages hundreds 


of coin carvings annually. 


David has been encouraged by all the returning customers 
and positive feedback that he has received and that has 
motivated him to keep improving his work. David loves 
the freedom of creating his own designs so he generally 
does not accept special orders and is not interested in 
creating the same image twice. His designs vary widely 
and include traditional Chinese/Asian designs, animals 
(including Chinese year of the animal themes), women, 
children, hoboes, an occasional train, seasonal themes 
(Santa Claus & Halloween) and skulls/skeletons. He is 
fond of warrior themes and has also combined some of his 
scrimshaw art by setting it into some of his coin art. 
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David was asked about the problems with counterfeits 
coming from China and artist’s designs being taken. The 
thought was with David being an artist and understanding 
Chinese culture, he might provide a unique viewpoint. He 
responded that he had coin images copied too. David is 
against counterfeits and any replication without prior 
permission. It is illegal and he added that it is not 
accepted in China either. There are also intellectual 
property rights laws in China. The issue has been 
frustrating for so many artists. Perhaps the problem is the 
distance and financial ability to go to China to prosecute. 


Titi 


be SH StS EERE eater 


David is a self-taught artist when it comes to hobo nickels. 
He started out carving his hobo nickels with all hand tools. 
As he kept carving, he upgraded to a GRS power assist 
tool but still uses hand tools for about 40% of the work. 
He did have a microscope at the onset thanks to his other 
miniature art endeavors. In the beginning he carved a lot 
of nickels but now carves many different denominations. 


On a global scale and outside of hobo nickels, David is 
best known in the art world for his micro carvings, tiny 
pieces of art barely visible to the naked eye. Just look at 
his engravings on a single strand of hair pictured above 
(top row). His works have received awards in numerous 
overseas exhibitions and are collected in many countries. 
He was so successful in micro engravings that he received 
two awards in the Guinness Book of World Records for 
miniature scrimshaw. One record was for a scrimshaw 


micro engraving of the United States Constitution (2 x 1.8 
cm) and the other was for a tiny scrimshaw rendition of 
the Mona Lisa (.46 x .34 cm). 
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In 2019 David retired from landscaping and moved to 
Georgia. The change now gives him the time he wants for 
his art. He is so talented he could be doing anything but 
has blessed all of us collectors with a steady stream of 
coin carvings on eBay. His art caught my eye early on as 
one to watch and he has continued to improve over the 
course of just a few years. Currently his use of metal 
inlays dazzles us with their beauty and fine execution. 
Some carvings even have added gemstones. After 
interviewing David and discovering his history, it is no 
wonder that he is so talented at carving coins. 


David describes himself as being an artist in the micro art 
world. He is pleased that with hobo nickels there is a 
network of collectors appreciating and buying miniature 
art. He began as a scrimshaw artist (like a few other hobo 
nickel artists) but that market relied heavily on the ivory 
trade and has become problematic. David plans on 
making hobo nickels for the foreseeable future and adds 


that he has “truly fallen in love with the hobo nickel”. © 


Member Quests 


Three’s A Match 


Maybe you own the 3™ example in your collection that 
matches one of the pairs of nickels on this page. If so, you 
can collaborate on the nicknaming of said artist. Contact 
the editor if you have a match (see page 3 for contact 
information). 


The first pair below has been submitted by member Arturo 
DelFavero, RM 552 


These two hobo nickels have been submitted by member 
Barry Homrighaus, RM 1548 


These two hobo nickels have been submitted by member 
Arturo DelFavero, RM 552 
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2021-2022 is an OHNS Election Year 
By Ralph Winter, HLM 37 


At the 2022 OHNS Annual Meeting we will elect 
new officers per our OHNS Bylaws. A formal call for 
nominations will appear in the summer 2021 BoTales 
issue. 


Candidates may be nominated from _ the 
membership at large. Each must be endorsed by at 
least three members in good standing with a copy 
of said nomination, written consent of the nominee 
and a brief biography of the nominee to be 
delivered to the secretary three months prior to 
the annual meeting. All nominees must have their 
current year’s dues paid in full. No person who is a 
candidate for president or vice president shall be a 
candidate for any other office. Endorsements and 
biographies may be written or sent via email 


Elected officers are president, vice president, 
secretary and treasurer. Other positions are appointed 
by the President. All officers and board members are 
eligible for reelection or nomination to other 
positions as long as they are members in good 
standing. 


Contact information for the Secretary can be 
found on page 3 on this issue of BoTales. The OHNS 
Bylaws are available on the OHNS website. © 


Archie Taylor Educational Scholarship 


This is a reminder to our YNs that a scholarship 
was created to honor Archie Taylor, a champion of 
the Original Hobo Nickel Society (OHNS) and a 
strong campaigner for the art of carving nickels. 


A scholarship in the amount of $1,000.00 is to be 
awarded annually to one applicant meeting the 
qualifications stated below. The scholarship will be 
awarded to a new recipient every year providing the 
funds are available and/or $500 in years when the 
$1000.00 in funds is not available. The scholarship is 
to be funded by monetary donations and coins 
donated for auction at the annual OHNS Auction in 
January of every year. Those coins that are donated 
specifically to fund the scholarship will be featured in 
a separate section of the catalog. The Kagin’s 
Numismatic Educational Foundation (a 501c3) will 
augment existing funds to ensure that the annual 
scholarship will be a minimum of $500.00. 


e Applicants must be members of OHNS. 


e FUN YNs will be considered if there is a lack 
of qualified OHNS members applying. 

e OHNS Members that are paid in full for the 
previous three years are permitted to have 
direct family members apply (those applicants 
fall under the umbrella coverage of the 
original member and need not be members 
themselves). All other criteria still applies for 
the applicant. Board members cannot vote for 
a family member. 

e Applicants must be at least 17 years of age to 
qualify. 

e Recipients of the scholarship cannot apply in 
consecutive years. 

e Scholarship applicants must provide a letter 
of acceptance to an accredited institution of 
higher learning, i.e., university, college, 
technical school. 

e Transcripts illustrating GPA provided to the 
institution are to be made available to the 
board. 

e Applicants are required to submit an essay of 
a minimum of 500 words explaining how 
numismatics has played a part in their 
education and advising of the applicant’s 
educational direction. 

e Applicants must submit acceptance letter 
from the educational institution, transcripts 
from the last school attended and as essay no 
later than July 1°. 


The committee will make its recommendation to 
the Board for the final decision and vote. 


The criteria for this program may be amended by 
the OHNS board after consultation with the existing 
committee by a vote of two-thirds or a majority of the 
Board. 


An application form can be found on the OHNS 
website at www.hobonickels.org. © 


It’s Time to Renew Your Membership 
and Pay Your 2021 Dues. 
See back cover for dues options. 
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Introducing “Mesmerizer” 
Marc Banks, RM 538 and Art DelFavero, RM 552 


Arturo and I have spent the best part of two years searching for examples of the works of this classic carver 
who gave his characters a trance-like gaze. I had acquired Example 1 in 2018. Later that year Art found a match 
(2) searching the archives. A carving in Arturo’s own collection (3), a much more finished piece, also had the 
same staring eye, a similar hat with a crescent-shaped brim and triangular fold at the front of the collar as 
Examples 1 and 2. Although we felt this carving was the work of the same artist, we continued to search for 
additional specimens. To date, two more less finished carvings have been identified, Examples 4 with the name 
“Cohen scribed across the neck and Example 5 which appears to be either an earlier or hurried work. Neither of 
these has a collar, but they do have the same hat with the crescent brim, similar ears and the tell-tale gaze. 
Example 6 was Lot #1 in OHNS Auction 27. We decided to nickname the carver of these pieces “Mesmerizer” 
in reference to the hypnotic stare on each of these carvings. 


The carving characteristics for “Mesmerizer” are as follows: 


1) The eyes on all five carvings have a triangular outline and a pupil that stares forward as if in a trance. 
Eyebrows on all five examples; crow’s feet have been added to Examples | and 2. 

2) Derbies with crescent-shaped brims, bows with or without hat bands. 

3) Tilt of hat varies. 

4) Oval, well-placed ears with inner detail. 

5) Hair moustache and beard carved either with a knife or graver. 

6) Cheek enhanced on Examples | and 2. 

7) Obvious enhancement to mouth on Examples 1, 2, and 3. 

8) Light to moderate modifications to profile. 

9) Fields well-dress with the exception of Example 5 which is somewhat choppy. 

10) Full LIBERTY is visible except on Example 3 hat brim extends into the “LIB”. 

11) The carvings with dates span 1913-1915. 
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Introducing “The Line Man” 
Marc Banks, RM 538 and Joseph “Spit” Scalamoni, LM 1578 


Last year (2020) I won a hobo nickel (1) on eBay that was a great example of a carving done extensively with 
the use of a liner tool to create fine lines and wriggle cut patterns. I began searching through the OHNS website, 
back issues of BoTales and the internet for carvings that may have been the work of the same talented carver to 
no avail. While browsing through eBay in January, I noticed (and ultimately won) a nice classic carving (2) of a 
bearded man wearing a domed hat done in the same fashion. When I compared the two, there was no question 
they were done by the same talented artist. OHNS archivist Arturo DelFavero checked through the archives for 
me, but had no luck finding one. Then I sent photos of some of my more recent purchases as I do from time to 
time to fellow collector Joe Scalamoni to check out. Joe quickly recognized a coin in his collection (3) nearly 
identical to carvings 1 and 2. I figured there must be a third example somewhere, but had no idea it would 
appear so quickly. After completing the requirements for nicknaming a carver, I remembered hobo nickel (4) I 
had put in the OHNS Auction some years back and sure enough it is the fourth match. This example has 
texturing in the field behind the head and modification to the nose. We are nicknaming this artist “The Line 
Man” after his extensive liner tool work. 


The carving characteristics for “The Line Man” are as follows: 


1) Crown and brim of a domed hat shaded with fine lines created with a liner tool. Also on the brim of 
Example 2. 

2) Traces of the host coin’s feathers are visible above and below the rear brim except Example 4 which has 
texturing in the field behind the head. 

3) The hat brim extends to left of L in LIBERTY and curves downward at the rear. 

4) Liner tool is also used in different directions (wriggle cut) creating textured hair, moustache and beard. 
The beard comes to a point. 

5) An eyebrow added with a liner tool. 

6) An outlined collar, decorated with fine lines, slopes down ward towards the front of the neck. 

7) Fine lines going in different directions accent the shoulder. 

8) A small oval ear with little or no interior detail sits back on the head below the hat brim. 

9) The eye is slightly altered on all examples. 

10). The profile is unaltered or may have the bridge of the nose (1 & 4) modified, the lips are enhanced. 

11) Remnants of the Indian’s braid are visible between the beard and the collar on all examples. 

12) A small cut line below the chin extends to the collar on Examples 1 and 2 narrowing the width of the 
neck. 

13) LIBERTY is left intact, the dates are removed. 
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Selected Classic Hobo Nickel Sales from Recent eBay Sales 


Unknown $62 


“The Over-Layer” $200 Unknown $53 Unknown $157 


ee 


“The Flapper” BIN $339 “Bird Beak 15” $82 


j 
Unknown $48 


Unknown $487 


Unknown $392 Unknown $127 Unknown $63 


ane! 


Unknown $60 Unknown $5 


BoTales 20 Spring 2021 


2020 BoTales Literary Awards 
By Ralph Winter, HLM 37 


I am pleased to announce the recipients of the 2020 
BoTales Literary Awards. There were five members who 
contributed material or articles throughout the year for 
publication in BoTales. Each contributor will receive an 
engraved Literary Token with a likeness of “Bo” on the 
obverse and their name beautifully engraved by OHNS 
member Andy Gonzales. 


(LLL) YY yi 


The 2020 winners are Stephen Alpert, Carol Bastable, 
Arturo DelFavero, Robi Horvath and Steve Phelps. 
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Every year I also award a large engraved OHNS 
Medal to recognize the best article over the past year. 
For 2020 I decided to award this medal to Carol 
Bastable for her series of Carver Spotlight articles 
rather than one single article. 
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Thanks again to Andy Gonzales for the name and 
year engraving on the Literary tokens. Outstanding 
workmanship! © 
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Some Recent eBay Sales of Modern Hobo Nickels & Hobo Style Carved Coins 
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Steve Phelps $56 
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Steve Phelps $38 
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David Hj He $205 Howard Thomas $254 
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Introducing “Roller Derby” 
Marc Banks, RM 538 and Art DelFavero, RM 552 


In December (2020) I spotted a hobo nickel (1) depicting a bearded man wearing a domed hat with a nice three- 
dimensional brim in an online auction. The auction photo was somewhat out of focus and it was difficult to make out all 
the detail in the carving. It occurred to me that it resembled a carving (2) I had won in the OHNS Auction in 2014. As I 
waited for the auction to end, I asked Arturo if he thought they looked like the work of the same carver. He agreed. I was 
lucky and won the auction and was pleasantly surprised when the coin arrived. There was much more detail than could be 
seen in the original photo. It was clearly the work of a talented carver and the same one who had created the other one I 
already owned. I was surprised again when Art quickly located a third work (3) with nearly all the diagnostic markers of 
the other two including the: three-dimensional hat; carved hair, moustache and beard; modifications to the profile and 
enhancement of the mouth. Shortly after that he found photos of a cast copy probably made from the #3 hobo nickel. 
Photos of the three carvings were sent to the OHNS naming committee for their opinions and they also agreed they were 
the works of the same unknown artist. The name for this new nicknamed carver was the hard part. I felt the hat was the 
key feature and began searching for an appropriate name. The hat reminded me of a hat known as a “Crusher”, but I was 
looking for more. My wife Joyce noticed that the hat brim was rolled up all the way around the hat and suggested “The 
Roller’. I ran these names by Arturo, and he said how about “Roller Derby”. Perfect! The search for a name was done. 


Cast Copy 
The carving characteristics for “Roller Derby” are as follows: 


1) All three carvings have domed hats with 3-dimensional, outlined hat brims folded up in the center, the ends of the 
brim and hat brims are nearly identical on each example. 

2) The height of the hat crowns vary. 

3) Examples 1 and 2 have accented crowns and brims and vertical lines across the hat band. 

4) The shirt collars and jacket lapels on Examples 2 and 3 are the same. No collar on Example 1. 

5) All three examples have carved hair, moustaches and beards. The beard extends just beyond the chin on these 
carvings 

6) Examples 1 and 3 have an eyebrow. 

7) Similar, nicely detailed and positioned ears. 

8) The Indian’s profile has been altered by modifications to the nose. 

9) Enhancements to the mouth. 

10) The date is removed on Examples 1& 2 (1913 Type 1). Example 3 is on a 1916. 

11) Well-dressed fields with varying degrees of LIBERTY visible. 
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Introducing “I. M. Specs” 


By Barry Homrighaus, RM 1548 Joseph “Spit” Scalamoni, LM 1578 and Art DelFavero, RM 552 


In January of 2021 Heritage Auctions featured thirty or so hobo nickel lots which contained some fantastic specimens. 
Collector and member Joe Scalamoni nabbed a beauty (Example 1) as did fellow member Barry Homrighaus (E xample 
3). Both coins proved to be unique works of the same very skilled artist, but were not advertised or listed as such. 


A number of hobos have grabbed my attention over the years of acquainting myself with the QD archives and literally 
thousands of on hand photos (Examples 2, 4 and 5). I had not quite put the match status together until seeing the 
aforementioned auction lots. I did notice that all sported round rimmed spectacles but that was it. 


Our next task was to come up with a nickname for this optically challenged friend and subject. I had loosely baby to 


him as “Specs” in my correspondences to the parties concerned. Joe Scalamoni mentioned that he would 
like to pay homage to one of his artist heroes, I. M. Pei (1917-2019). This renowned artist and architect 
was known for wearing his signature round rimmed glasses and large toothy smile. He achieved many 
awards over a long career and is recognized for designing the Jacob Javits Convention Center in N.Y., the 
JFK Library and Museum in MA, Reconstruction of the Louvre in France and numerous other projects. 


We take great pleasure in introducing “I. M. Specs.” 


The carving characteristics for “I. M. Specs” are as follows: 


1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 


All are wearing Pince-nez round rim spectacles, distinctive for lack of bows over ears. 

All have a deep notch over the nose to accommodate the eyeglasses. 

All have various liner tool textured hats sometimes referred to as a recognizable “Tricky” style. All are bow-less 
and have various long and short pointed end brims on 4 examples 

All have engraved head hair extending to forehead and tooled facial hair leaving a clean neck area above collars. 
All have modifications to mouth displaying a slight smirk or a toothy grin, all jovial in nature. 

All have nice ears with large lobes and realistic inner detailing. 

All have extremely modified profiles with heavily worked noses including nostrils enhancements. 

All have very similar collars, lapels, and tie knots. 

All fields are well done with no apparent plan to remove or leave LIBERTY and dates. 


10) All show nice toning to enhance artistic detailing. 
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Where Are Your Photos? 
By Ralph Winter, HLM 37 


HEY, OHNS members, particularly those of you who joined in the early years of our society, do you have 
any photos from early years FUN shows. I’m looking for photos of OHNS members taken at FUN Shows from 
1992-2008 to use in future BoTales issues. I realize that some of the earlier photos may be or probably are prints 
from a photo lab. If you would be willing to loan them to me, I will pay for any mailing cost and return the 
original prints when I am done scanning them. My address and email can be found on page 3. The photo below 
is from the January 2004 OHNS Annual Meeting. © 


Pictured are (front row) Steve Alpert, Newell Shireman and Bill Fivaz. Back row are carvers (left to right) Joe Paonessa, 
Dick Sheehan, Bill Jameson, and Ron Landis. 
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Shared on Facebook: Archie Taylor flanked by Aleksey Saburov, Alex Ostrogadsky, Paolo Curcio, Pedro Villarrubia 
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An Oddity Within an Oddity 
By Arturo DelFavero, RM 552 


In 1986 my good friend Terry Celano introduced 
me to hobo nickels. I had been collecting coins since 
the mid-1960s and had never seen or heard of them 
before. I remember being instantly enthralled with 
the whole concept, all while not understanding the 
name hobo nickels. None of the five he showed me 
that day resembled a hobo, and his explanation of the 
term was minimal at best. 


Terry left me with three of the five, one a Rabbi, 
one a man with a stocking cap, and the other a skull. 
All were the works of Frank Brazzell as I learned 
later. I eventually acquired the other two somewhere 
around 2001. These turned out to be a reverse carving 
of a zebra and a flapper woman, both the works of 
John Dorusa. 


Around 1994 I began travelling the United States 
buying and selling estate jewelry at trade shows and 
private businesses. Along the way I realized that 
many coin dealers also handled previously owned 
jewelry. It was at this point that I started seriously 
inquiring about hobo nickels. Most of the dealers 
labeled them as an oddity that they knew very little 
about. How was I to know that this so-called oddity 
would become a major obsession in my life? 


Over the subsequent years I have amassed a nice 
collection of the oddity we know as hobo nickels. I 
ended up focusing my attention on classic era 
specimens. During this time, I have purchased a few 
which I label an oddity within an oddity as the 
following photos show. 


A screw driver or bottle opener holed for a fob or key 
chain and a gold plated version with the background 
cut out. 


A reverse carving showing Runes or a Magic 
Mathematic Circle and a hammered which is also 
trenched to fit a wire to convert into a pendant. 


Finally, a hollowed-out, two-part magician’s or 
smugglers spy coin by nicknamed artist Road 
Scholar. © 
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Get Your 2021 OHNS Hobo Tokens and Hopefully the Covid Vaccine 


Don’t miss your chance to obtain a set 2021 Hobo Tokens designed and dies cut by member Steve Adams. 


Sets of one silver (.999 silver) and one copper token are priced at $45 to the 
public & $35 to OHNS members. Individual silver tokens retail to the public for 
$30 and $24 for OHNS members. In turn, individual copper tokens sell to the 
public for $22 and $18 to club members. See page 3 for contact info for Art 
DelFavero. Master engraver Steve Adams is pictured at right. © 
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Do It Today! Don’t Wait Another Day! 
Siow 


Please check Your BoTales Mailing Envelope Address 


If“LAST ISSUE” appears above your name on the envelope 


You need to pay your 2021 OHNS Dues NOW! 

Annual dues are $20/year* (make checks payable to Original Hobo Nickel Society or OHNS) 
*See below for more dues options (International & Canada are listed in U.S. dollars) 
Please help OHNS by promptly submitting your dues payment & any donation to our Secretary: 
Becky Jirka, 5111 Illinois Ave, Lisle, IL 60532-2015 
You may also use PayPal to renew your OHNS dues 
If using PayPal, please email or call Secretary Becky Jirka to let her know you are renewing. 


See page 3 for Becky’s email and phone contact info. 


Original HOSO Nickel Society 


Membership Application 

Name: Date: OHNS#: 
Address: Hobo Monicker: 

Email: 
City: Zip: Membership Choice 
State: Phone: 
United States International/Canada (U.S. Dollars) 
1 Year - $20 1 Year - $35 OHNS Membership 
3 Years - $50 3 Years - $90 : 
5 Years - $75 5 Years - $150 Becky Jirka 
Life - $350 Life - $400 5 I 11 Illinois Avenue 
Youth (Under 19) $7.50 Lisle, IL 60532-2015 


Associate (Shared mail) $7.50 *Additional Donations* - 


- I agree to abide by the Original Hobo Nickel Society Ethics, available at hobonickels.org 


Signature: Date: 
**Please make all checks payable to The Original Hobo Nickel Society. or to the OHNS.** 


Additional membership applications are also available at www.hobonickels.org 
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